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amplitudine soli labore contendunt ut pomaria conserant, et

prata separent, ct hortos rigent; solaterraeseges imperatur-----

Ib. c. 39. Vetustissimos se nobilissimosque Sueborum Sem-
nones meniorant. Fides antiquitatis religione firmatur. Stato
tenipore in silvam auguriis patrum et prisca formidine sacram
omnes ejusdem sanguinis populi legationibus coeunt, caesoque
publice nomine celebrant barbari ritus horrenda primordia. . ..

BAED. Hist. EccL v. 10. Xon enim habent regem iidem antiqui
Saxones, sed satrapas plurimos suae genti praepositos, qui ingruente
belli articulo mittunt aequaliter sortes, et quenicnnque sors ostenderit,
hunc tempore belli ducem omnes sequuntur, huic obtemperant; peracto
autem bello rursum aequalis potentiae omnes fiunt satrapae.

EXTRACTS FROM THE EARLY LAWS OF THE ENTGLISH.

The laws of all nations which have developed steadily and in
their own seats, with little or no intermixture of foreign ele-
ments, are generally perpetuated by custom and oral tradition.
Hence the earliest written laws contain amendments of older
unwritten customs, or codifications of those customs when they
are gradually wearing out of popular recollection. Such docu-
ments are then generally obscure, requiring for their elucidation
a knowledge of the customs they were intended to amend, which
is not easily attainable ; and where they are clear, they will be
found frequently to contain little more than assessments of fines
for offences and injuries, with very scanty indications of the
process by which the laws are made or the fines exacted. Nor
is the case much better where codification is attempted ; for the
diversity of customs being very great, and the code not intended
to supersede but to perpetuate them, the lawgiver is apt to
become didactic, and to enunciate principles drawn from religion
or morality, rather than legal definitions. The following ex-
tracts from the Anglo-Saxon Laws and Institutes may seem
a very small residuum, after the winnowing of a very bulky
' Corpus Juris '. But they will be found to contain nearly every
mention that occurs in the Collection of our Laws of such
matters as public assemblies, courts of law, taxation, or the
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